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“This world’s smartdst man means no more to me than does its smartest termite.” 
DR. MANHATTAN, 


GEOFF JOHNS © GARY FRANK 
BRAD ANDERSON 
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WHAT THE 
HELL DID 
YOU DO, 
Been TWAS IN THE 
= Mi _ MIDoLe OF Some 
] ELectRicaL Repaizsr 
|] SCOOBY CAME ALONG... 
INADVERTENTLY TOUCHED 


‘SOME LIVE WIRES 
. AND-- 


YOU'D DO 
WELL 70 EMULATE 
SHAGGY'S OPTIMISM. 
EVEN IN THE F 


‘/_\ Niner 
WHAT AMA T 


“THE ESTIMABLE SAYING? 
MR, ROGERS KEEPS 
HIS HEAD HIGH AND HIS 
EYES FOCUSED ON 
THE GOOD! IN 
FACT HE-- 


‘ani 


AVY 


IT 
Appears THAT \ 
THE ELECTRICAL 
SHOCK SCOOBY 
RECEIVED 


“HAD A" IF YOu RECALL, scooy- 
DIRECT, AND DOO WAS ONE OF THE 
RATHER FIRST EXPERIMENTAL 
DRAMATIC, CANINES IN THE COMPLEX’S 
IMPACT "GMART DOG” 


PROGRAM AND-- 
WA 
OF THE FIRGT 


EXPERIMENTAL 
CANINES IN THE 
OGRAM 


} Pe voeise 
fi 


Ti 


THEN, LIKE, THERE SHE GOES 
=-ONE OF “Wr OH, THE ENCEPHALONIC HOW D’yOU AGAIN WITH THE 
UR FIRST UPGRADES GRANTED EXPLAIN 25/GHE TM *NORVILLE*? 
FAILURES. HIM A LIMITED MEASURE GETTING TO THAT, 
OF SPEECH--BUT THE OTHER NORVILI NOW, 
DOGS, AS EVIDENCED BY ae rwas 
SCRAPPY-DOO-- —_-aTTpINED SAVING-- 
A LEVEL OF 
INTELLIGENCE 
AND VERBAL 
EXPRESSION 
FAR BEYOND 
HIS, 


PERHAPS I SUSPECT IT AND THIS SUDDEN 
TCANEXPLAIN, —WASN'TAFLAWIN © eecrpical SURGE SOMEHOW 
SHAGGY. METHAT PREVENTED gGOSTED THE CHIP'S POWER AND 


THE INCREASE IN MY "INITIATED A RATHER MASSIVE 
INTELLIGENCE, BUT A LEAP IN INTELLECTUAL COuLaN'T 
| FLAW IN THE OESIGN CAPACITY. HAVE SAID 
OF THE EARLY IT BETTER 
ann CHIPS. MYSELF S 
| ] \ 5 


yy 
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( PLEASE! AN INTELLECTUAL BcOOBY- 
BOOR HE COAL BAGELY 115? OUT 
FIVE WORDS BEFORE~ 


SHEH-HEWE 
YI H, THAT, 16 ee 


we bout THe 
705 


cee 
FOR 
futon NY vetaat cominbugeron 
THIS. RELY LIMITED. 
“Beton BUT I WAS 
HARDLY AN IDIOT-- 


“AND FOR YOU 
1 ANSINGATE 
WAS, 


me BLEKE 16 
PROFOUNE 
HURTFUL, 


IT WASN'T 
MAKING FUN 


SCOOBY-DOO: 
AND 1 HAPPY 
FOR YOU, 
REALLY, 


BUT YOU'VE 
GOTTA UNDERSTAND 
THAT SINCE FREDDY DIED, 
WE'VE HAD SO FEW 
OPPORTUNITIES TO. 
LAUGH THAT-- 


WHY ARE YOU 
LL LOOKING 
AT ME LIKE 
THAT? 


I} aX 
Sn ALIVE? ONE OF a a oom 


A OUR RESCUE TEAMS GIVEN THAT THEY'O 
HEP ALNE SANS J ENCOUNTERED SOMEONE " NEVER? ACTUALLY MET HIM, 
ME? 


It'S HIGHLY LIKELY THAT HE'S 
EITHER A CREATURE WITH THE 
ABILITY TO MIMIC HUMAN 
FORM OR 


VHO RESEMBLED. 


HEY, YOU 
TWO--MAIN 
DOORS OPEN! 
wow! _/you pRE 
aq NOT GOING 
OUT THERE! 


JUST TRY _ " -'CAUSE I'D LOVE 
AND STOP ME, TO PUNCH YOUR 
DINKLEY- SMUG LITTLE 
FACE IN! 


+-TO CONVINCE HER 

THAT THIS COURSE 

OF ACTION 16 ILL- 
CONSIDERED. 


CONSIDERING YOUR FRAGILE, 
AND C.EARLY VOLATILE, STATE 


SINCE FIRED'S DEATH, I THINK THE 


OTHERS WERE COMPLETELY 
JUSTIFIED IN-- 


YOU KEEP ‘\f” 
OUT OF THI6/ ye 


NOSE OUTTA |. 
THIS, RUNT, [7 
BEFORE 


NEVER GET FOR A “SMART. 
BETWEEN THOSE | DOG,” THAT WAS 
TWO WHEN THEY'RE ( REALLY DUMB. 
GOIN’ AT IT. 


DAPHNE BLAKE-- 
YOU CANNOT GO OUT 
THERE ALONE! | 


7 at Least 
LET Us Go 
WITH YOU! 


JUST WHEN 
L THOUGHT THIS 
CRAP COULDN'T 
GET ANY 


WEIRDER, 


AS ~-I WANT YOU BACK 
FOR YOU, IN THE EXAMINATION 
ScooBy. ROOM ASAP. 


WE NEED. 
TO PSCERTAIN 
JUST HOW LONG 
THIS LEAP IN 
INTELLIGENCE 
WILL LAST. 


YOU'RE JUST GONNA 
LET ‘EM 3OTH WALK 
OUTTA HERE? 


LOON'T SEE 
YOU DOING 
ANYTHING! 


THEN 
MAYBE YOU 
‘SHOULDN'T 

TALK. 


(re se 
4} ON MY WORK, 
RUN MORE Noa : 


TESTS. 


ANDI 
CAN'T HAVE YOU 


DISTRACTING 


I DONT. 
DRINK COFFEE, CAFFEINE 
MAKES ME ALL JITTERY. 
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D> oxo tere ; » 
ARE PLENTY MOZE \ wi we 
> |S 
Dre IN AT) 


YOU, WOULON'T 
UNDERSTAND, 


en, oF 
a = 


Sy HUMAN 
BEINGS. LIVING ¥ 
SLAUGHTERED THEIR LINES, 
ALL THOSE PEOPLE, iG, 
AND T LOVED EVERY 
SECOND OF IT. 


WE'VE GOT TO \ WE'LL CROSS 
FIND HIM, SCRAPPY. THAT BRIDGE WHEN 
I'VE GOT TO KNOW IF WE GET 10 IT. 
ANG | BUT WHATEVER 
Be OF THEM NOW, HAPPENS, RED, DON'T 
a YOU WOR 


INES 


rT KNO FRED Jor 
a el i) DIED IN MY ARMS. 
ANYMORE, ae 


T DON'T * WHOEVER... WHATEVER., 
KNO\ Jal ila PATROL SAW OUT THE: 
I'VE BECOME. 4 WASN'T HIM. IT COULON' 


= “ey welt! 


YET HERE 
I STAND: YOUR 
BELOVED FRED-- 
BACK FROM 
THE DEAD. 


AND READY 
TO RECLAIM 
MY BRIDE, 


*YOU SEEING 
THIS, CHIEF?” 


BUT RED... 
SHE COULD FOLLOWED 
DIE DOWN YOUR DANN 
THERE! ORDERG TO 
THE LAST 
a OETAIL. 


You. 

HAVE your 
ORDERS 
2G 


” 
y BUTI 
DON'T THINK 
HL HE'S HUMAN 


HEA\ 
BACK TO THE 
MALL, ALERT 
THE ©” 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENING?! 
49 


in’ A LEAGUE OF HIS OWN! 


TATOM ANT 


I 
KNEW THIS 
DAY WOULD 
EVENTUALLY 
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YL HAS ~-BUT IVE 
LOOMED WATCHED THESE 
THE ANNALS OF L THE ws YOUNGSTERS 
SUPERHERODOM INVITE! FROM AFAR--AND 
ONTO THEY'VE GOT 
GLORY! SPUNK! 
MOXIE! 
IF LCAN 


FOR UNTOLD 
YEARS 
wy LAOMIT 
THAT I PREFER 
WORKING DIP INTO My 

SOLO-- VAST WELL OF 

P WISDOM AND 

EXPERIENCE... 

HELP THEM 

TO REACH 

THEIR FULL 
POTENTIAL~ 4 
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OH, ITLL TAKE A V AFTER ALL, IT ISN'T EVERY DAY YOU MEET 


AND THE 
COCKROACH-- 


THE LIVING LEGEND WHO BESTE'D Dg. 


) CPANKENSHAFT.. SAVED THE WORLD FROM 


THE LIKES OF FEROC/OUS FLEA AND 
ROWDY DOWDY! 
But 
THEY'LL 
OVERCOME 
THEIR AWE 
EVENTUALLY 
AND SEE ME 
NOT AS AN 
ICON BUT AS 
A MENTOR! 
A FRIEND! 


YOU'RE 
COMPLAINING? 
THIS WAS 
YOUR IDEA, 
BATMAN! 


1 
RECOMMENDED By 
THE PRESIDENT 
HMGELF, 
AND THAT 


FACT DION'T SET 
OFF ALARM BELLE? 


HMMM, YOU DON'T 
SAY MUCH--DO YOU, 
GREENY? IN FACT YOU 
DON'T SAY ANYTHING 
AT ALL! 


STRONG, 
SILENT TYPE. 


PUKE THe . mf cy 
> NAS 


WONDER 
WHAT IT 1S YOU DO 
AROUND HERE? WELL, I 
SUPPOSE TLL FIN 
OUT-- 


DEFENSE, THE 
PLANT-THING- 


ITTY WAS. 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
MEMBERSHIP BY HAL 

JORDAN. 


FAIR POINT. 
BUT WHAT 00 
WE DO NOW? 


YOU, 
ACTUALLY. 
HAVEN'T GOT THE 
TEMPERAMENT 
FOR THIS, TWO 


Tn 
OV OWE ME ONE. 


THE PLANT. 


yo 


WHY, HELLO THERE, 
Big FELLA! 


MY NAME IS 
SUPERMAN 
AND: 


I READ THE PAPERS, 
BEEN FOLLOWING YOUR 
EXPLOITS FOR QUITE 
‘SOME TIME! 


HATS RIGHT, 
A PTERODUCKTYL-- 
BROUGHT BACK TO 
LIFE BY A MAD 
SCIENTIST 


-RAMPAGING: 
THROUGH MY CITVE 
THREATENING MILLIONS 
OF INNOCENT LIVES! 


IT WAS A BATTLE 
FOR THE AGES, I'LL TELL 
YOU THAT--REALLY WORKED 


ATOM ANT WAS TRI 
THE CITY WAS SAVED AND- 


DON'T BE SHY, BOY. T KNOW IT MUST BE OVERWHELMING WHAT JOB 
STANDING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE FIRST, Ti |REATEST, WOULD THAT 
SUPERHERO OF THEM ALL-: . BE? 


; THERE'S. 
Y BEEN A SLIGHT 
MISCOMMUNICATION, 
‘ MR, 


ANT. 


“THE 
supemiero ) 4 
ul 3 y ATOM, 
OF THEM \ yOu 8, 
| ? YOU'RE HERE 
NO NEED . r on Be 
TO REPEAT IT, / / MEMBERSHIP 
SON. YOU'RE \ IN THE JUSTICE 
EMBARRASSING LEAGUE 
MEP IN ANY CASE, 2  ) THERE ARE NO 
I ACCEPT THE . GUARANTEES 
JOB! WHEN DO WE THAT YOULL 
GET STARTED? BE ADMITTED, 


AND THE POSITION OF 

TEAM LEADER? WELL, IT 
DOESN'T EXIST. WE'RE 

Now. 

WHAT'S THE 
DEAL WITH 

THE ANIMATE 


po 


APPLYING FOR 
MEMBERSHIP, 
ALSO, 


|O 
KIDOING? 
WHAT'RE HIS 

POWERS? FROM 
WHAT I'VE 
READ IN THE 

PILE HE CAN FLY, 

TRANSFORM 

INTO 


TRUTH IS, SON--IT 7 CAN'T HAVE ME 
DOESN'T MATTER. JUST WALTZING 
WE BOTH KNOW IN AND GETTING 
HE'S HERE FOR THE TOP SPOT! 
SHOW! S O 


> @ 
L DON'T 


THINK YOU 
UNDERSTA-- 


su 
WHAT HOOPS 00. 
T HAVE TO JUMP 
__THROUGH TO 


OMISSION? 
IGGLE? 


~-18 THAT A LIFE"S MORE 
TRUE HERO CAN'T COMPLEX THAN THAT, 
VIEW THE WORLD SON! BUT HEY, YOU'R! 
ASASIMPLESET _ STILL YOUNG, AND GIVEN =-I'M OFF 
OF RULES AN TIME, DLL STRAIGHTEN YOU TO POLISH MY 
REGULATIONS! OUT! FOR NOW THOUGH-- , FEELERS-- 


WELL, 
SOMEONE'S 
GOT TO TAKE 
THEM OUT FOR 

THE FIRST 

TRIAL 


Vv 
SET A SERIES Y --UNDER THE STRICT 
OF SPECIFIC TASKS © SUPERVISION OF A 
THAT YOU AND ITTY MEMBER OF THE 
WILL ATTEMPT TO LEAGUE, 
COMPLETE 


IF YOU 
REFUSE 
SUPERVISION, THEN 

ON 
IDED 


STILL IN KRVPTONIAN 
DIAPERS AND- 


Y'KNOW ‘ I CAN SEE IT 
WHO THAT IS, ITTY? \ 44 ALL NOW: THE TWO NO, NOL 
PRINCESS DIANA OF * >. OF US LIVING IN AN I CAN'T THINK 
THEMYECIRA! WONDER ~ + WN... THAT WAY! MY DUTY 
WOMANS TIVE ALWAYS | PY,” AS PROTECTOR OF 
AVOIDED ENTANGLEMENTS Tee 
WITH THE OPPOSITE SEX FIRST! 
BECAUSE I WOULDN'T WANT " 
MY ENEMIES TO GET TO ME 
aa THROUGH THE WOMAN 
T LOVE! 


BUT AERP 
THAT'S A GAL 
WHO CAN TAKE 

CARE OF 
HERSELF! 


ONE THING 
YOU'D BETTER LEARN 
] NOW, MY FLOWERY FRIEND, 
|S THAT THERE'S NO ROOM 
\ INA HERO'S LIFE FOR LO-- 


I HAVE TO 
WHATF/ 


Me S \ f 
NEXT: LADY’S ANI! 


ST / il! 


) 
4 Fu lst ns toc 0 
vers sv an pt rH MR ‘nant 


OCTOBER 


BREAKING DOWN A PAGE 


Ryan Sook, Wade von Grawbodger ond Brad Anderson show us what goes in to 
moking a page from ACTION COMICS #1004! 


OOK on the PENCILS: 
This pageis all about emotion. 
Hinting at frustration, even 
sadness in the upper panels, to 
overwhelming passion in that kiss. 
The composition is one big X, with 
all perspective and angles, even 
Superman's cape and Lois’ leg, 
pointing at the central embrace. 
Their hearts meeting at the physi- 
cal center of the page. Background 
blurs, almost disappearing, direct- 
ing all of our focus, along with Lois 
and Clork, on thatkiss. 


Ryan had loosely roughed ina 
shaded, vague background in the 
final panel with the intent of some 
sort of blurring/bokeh effect to 
be Implemented. | Initially inked 
it with a basic crosshatch to give 
it tonal variations and then used 
vorious blur effects in Photoshop 
to.accentuate it. You can stil 
make out some of the detail, 

but just enough to keep them 
grounded in the world that they 
will unfortunately have to return 
toonce the kiss is over. 


BR. IDERSON on COLORS: 
Ryan puts so much thought and 
direction in these pages, even 
thinking of color as it’s being 
drawn. On this page there are 
multiple light sources leading you 
tothe dramatic kiss, highlighted 
by the intense colors of the last 
panel. | really wanted to add to 
this with subtle textures and 
backlighting to enhance the focal 
points in each panel. i 
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